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To the HONOURABIE 
IS HUMBLY 


CHARLES MAYNARD, Ef. 


and CLERGY there preſent, 


1 CoR. 1. 10. 


y I beſeech you, Brethren, by the Name 
of our Lora Jeſus Chriſt, that ye all ſpeak 
the ſame thing, and that there be no Di- 
viſons among you, but that ye be perfectly 

, and in 


joined together in the ſame Mind, 
the ſame 7 udgment . 
M n 6 the various Objections, that have been 


raiſed againſt the Chriſtian Religion, there 
ſeems to be ſcarce any one more Common, 


iſchievyous Cauſe of ſo much hog: © Diſpute in the 
orld. It muſt indeed be owned, that too many Con- 
roverſies have been ſtarted about Religion, and thoſe, 


Lemper and Sobriety. But what then? can there be 
o Certainty, where there is a Controverſy, or no 


once unanimouſly agreed? By this Way of arguing 
he Learned Profeſſions of Law and Phy/ick might 


«ulties do as often differ about particular Caſes, 
to at the ſame time all Mankind agree, that both are 
lot only of great Advantage, but alſo really neceſ- 


KS: Religion may afford an Handle for ſuch 
iputes and Controverſies A yet without Queſtion, 
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nd yet to carry leſs Force and Reaſon with it, than 
hat which is grounded on a Surmiſe, of it's being the 


ery often, unfortunately carried beyond the Bounds 
00d Uſe to be made of any thing, but where all are 


De alſo ſet aſide as uſeleſs; becauſe Men of thoſe 


Truth 
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Tem fomewhere to be found; tho! it be conn 
verted. And ſurely it cannot be a blameable Unde 
taking, to make a ſtrict Enquiry after Truth, to ſepa 


rate it from Error, and to ſet it in a fair Light, which 


it always deſerves, and will always bear. And had thi 
enerality of Men that ſeek for Truth, more Piety an 
earning, and leſs Paſſion and Prejudice, all Diſpute 
about Religion would ſoon be brought within a narroy 
Compaſs. And tho we may rather ſilently wiſh, tha 
reaſonably hope for ſuch bleſſed Days; yet in thi 


mean time it is but juſt, that thoſe viſible and imme 
diate Occaſions of Diſſenſion and Diſpute ſhould hay 


all that Blame laid upon them, which ſome maliciouſ) 


endeayour to throw upon rn; ppb For Chriſtianit 
k and peaceable Inſti 


of it ſelf is a remarkably Mee 
tution, and preſcribes the beſt Method for allaying 


the Paſſions, and Sweetning the Diſpoſit ions of Men. 


It's Doctrines, if attended to, are a Sovereign Anti 
dote againſt Pride, and /ufficrency; and evidently ten 


to correct all Sournefs of Spirit, and Perverſencſs o 
Humour. And as if theſe were not weighty and ca 
gent enough in themſelves, tho they carry ſuch ap 
parent Reaſon with them, the ſevereſt Penalties at 


alſo affixed to deter Men from acting in Oppoſitio 


to them. A Man therefore muſt have very littk 4 


no Regard, either to the Reaſonableneſs of the 1 
junctions themſelves, or indeed to his own ſafety, ti 
will refuſe to yield a ready Compliance to them. 


Bur yet; if we caſt an Eye to the Records of folf 


mer Ages, or conſult our own Experience, we md 
meet with too many deplorable Inſtances to the col 
trary. The Apoſtles themſelves complained of on 
notorious Breaches of Chriſtian Peace and Unit) 
even in their own Days. (An Argument at leaſt, rhi 
no pretended Papal Infallibility can now ware 

FL 1 os: Init 


2 


4 


nity, when a Real and Apoſtolical Infallibility was 
ot abſolutely eſfectual to ſo good an End.) How- 
er, leaſt their Silence in the Matter ſhould be In- 
preted an Approbation of ſuch Proceedings, they 
ok Care all along to Inform their Converts of the 
we Nature of, and the ſtrong Obligations they lay 
nder to Chriſtian Unity: thereby as well repreſent- 


each of it. | 8 
Tus Corinthians, to whom St. Paul wrote this 
piltle, not long after their Embracing the Chriſtian 
ith, through Fickleneſs of Humour, and partial 
efpett of Perſons, had fallen into ſome bitter and 
chriſtian Diſſenſions. Which the Apoſtle, fully ſa- 
Fed no doubt, how mightily theſe defaced the 
Fury of Religion, and defeated the Efficacy of it, 
ns no ſooner acquainted with; but he immediately 


ommiſſion and Authority; and after a ſhort Saluta- 
on, and returning thanks to God, for the Grace, 
phich was already given them, He proceeds in the 
Words of my Text, to Exhort them to Chriſtian 
ore and Unity. I beſeech you, ſays he, Brethren, 
the Name of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that ye all ſpeak 
r ſame thing, and that there be no Diviſions among 
Mm; but that ye be perfectly joined together, in the 
me Mind, and in the ſame fudement. . 
SEE with what a Spirit of Meckneſs he addreſſes 
limſelf to thoſe, who by reaſon of their intemperate 


tat the Diſeaſe they labour'd under, was not ſo far 
nne, but that it might admit of a ſpeedy and ſuffici- 
at Remedy: and that when They came to conſider 


A 2 167 voa 


tz himſelf to cure thoſe growing Evils. To which 
urpoſe in the precedent Verſes, he firſt declares his 


ats, and ſhameful Diviſions, had really deſerved 
nother ſort of Treatment. He ſeems willing to hope, 
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wo the Neceſſity of that Duty, as reproving the 
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cooly of the Matter, that, which He propoſed, migh 
have ſo happy an Influence upon them, as to work 
thorow Cure. He therefore ſalutes them by the Nam 
of Brethren, tho' their late Practices had render 
them not undeſerving of another Title and Character 
He condeſcends ſo far, as to admoniſh them, at tl 
ſame time that He might have laid his Command 
upon them, by Virtue of his Apoſtolical Authority 
thereby ſhewing, how great an Affection He had fe 
them, when He even intreated them, fox their ow 
Advantage, to cloſe with the good Advice that H 
gave them. He beſeeches them, by the Name of oy 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt: that is, for his Sake, and for hi 
Honour, that they would come to a better Temper 
4 | and a better Practice. That if they had any fincer| 
| Love for their Saviour, the Prince of Peace, the 
would ſhew it in a Deportment, ſuitable to his glory 
ous: Example and expreſs Command: if any Regard 
to his Honour, they would Vindicate it from the ung 
juſt Reproaches zz did already, and was likely herg 
after to undergo, eſpecially amongſt 7he-Unbelicverif 
on the Account of their unreaſonable Diſſenſions. 
Ap oh! How happy would it be for us, had wi 
not the ſame, or rather a greater Occaſion, often il 
repeat and inculcate this moſt excellent Advice of A 
. But, to the Shame and Scandal of abundang 
of the Modern Profeſſors of Chriſtianity be it ſpokell 
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they ſeem far to have outgone many of the Anticnti 
as well in declining from the great Rules of Chriſti 
Unity, as in obſtinately defending ſuch a raſh and ink 
prudent: Conduct. And therefore in order at once Þ 
rectify ſuch fatal Miſtakes, and to do Juſtice to tal 
Occaſion of this Solemn Meeting. I propoſe, | 
Firſt, To lay before You ſome of the Chict Ig 
ftances, wherein all Chriſtians are indiſpenſably of 


3 
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liged to Unity. : Second 
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Secondly, Beg leave, on this Occaſion, more particu- 
larly to repreſent to Vou, the Uſefulneſs of a Religi- 
ous and Learned Education, in Order to preſerve and 
promote ſuch truly Chriſtian Unity. e 
Thirdly and laſtly. Make a brief Application of theſe 
Particulars. 5 15 


Firſt, Then I am to lay before You ſome of the 
Chief Inſtances, wherein all Chriſtians are indiſpen- 
ſably obliged to Unity. $a | 

And. what can I pitch upon better than thoſe, 
which the Apoſtle himſelf alludes. to in the Paſſage. 
before Us? I obſerve then, that all Chriſtians are 
under. the ſtrongeſt Obligations, as the . firſt and 
greateſt Inſtance of Chriſtian Unity, to embrace and 
adhere to all the neceſſary · Doctrines, and funda- 

mental Articles of our moſt holy Religion. And 
this is what I take to be principally. meant by the 
Charge here given to the Corinthians, that they all 
ſpeak the ſame thing. As there is but One Lord, fo 
likewiſe is there but One Faith. To the former of 
which is due all Worſhip and Honour; to the latter, 
an humble Reception, and a ſteady Adherence. And 
hence we find St. Paul, very frequently laying his 
ſtrict Injunctions upon thoſe he wrote to, to keep the 
Faith: and particularly admoniſhing his. Son Timothy, 
to hold faſt the form of ſound Words. And to the ſame 
purpoſe St. Jude exhorts all Chriſtians, , earneſtly. to 
contend for the Faith, which was once delivered. to the 
Saints. Which Faith is now moſt fully contain'd in 
the Writings of the Old, and New. Teſtament. . It 
was therefore wiſely obſerved. by the Learned Gro- 
tius: Quad varia ſunt Philoſophorum placita, Chriſti- 
anorum una regula fidei. For thoſe ſacred Writings 
contain a compleat and perfect Rule of Faith, . 
| : ive 
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ſive of all Oral and unwritten Traditions, or of the 
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Books, which go under the falſe Title of Apoſtolical 
Conſtitations, © To thoſe then ſolely are we to have a 
devout Regard: and as on the one Hand, we ought 
not to admit any Articles of Faith, but what have a 
juſt Foundation there, ſo on the other we ought not 
to reject any that really have. As to all the abſolutely 


neceſſary Articles of aith, that have been conſtantly, 


and univerſally believ'd by the Cathohck Church, and 
which none ever oppoſed, but he was preſently diſ. 


owned as a ſound Member of it, they are compriſed 


in a ſmall Compaſs; and are plain and obvious, not- 


withſtanding ſome late perverſe Comments, that ſeem 


to be deviſed for this bad purpoſe; namely, to per- 


plex, or rather to interpret away the Articles them- 
ſelves. Theſe are briefly ſumm'd up in that, which 
goes under the Name of the Apoſtle's Creed; which 


as they may be proved by moſt certain Warrants 


of Scripture, ſo upon that Account alone, they juſt- 
ly claim our moſt firm belief and hearty Aﬀent. 
In all the Effentials therefore of Faith, and neceſ- 


and Unanimoufly endeavour to keep the Faith pure 


and undefiled. It behoves Us, equally to ſhun all 


ſuch pretended Articles of Faith, which are grounded 


only on Unwritten, and Uncertain Tradition, and all 
ſuc ao e Notions, which tend to undermine 
the very Fundamentals of Chriſtianity. The former, 


as having no ſufficient Authority: The latter, as pre- 


carious and unreaſonable. For as a moſt Learned Pre- 


late (Biſhop PEARSON) well obſerves, In Chriſti- 


anity there can be no concerning Truth, which is not 
* Antient ; and whatſoever is truly New, is certainly 
« Falſe. It is readily agreed to, that all Doctrinal 
Points are not of equal Moment in Religion; but moſt 


certain 
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therefore of the greateſt Importance and Concern. 

And theſe are moſt properly ſtiled Fundamental Ar- 

ticles; inaſmuch as the belief or disbelief of 7heſe evi- 

dently affects the ground and baſis of Chriſtianity it 

ſelf. And accordingly the reſolute Denial of, and Op- 

poſition to, ſuch fundamental Doctrines of Faith, ne- 

ceſſarily involve Men in the guilt of Hereſy. And 

what an heavy Doom ſhall await thoſe who are in- 

fected with, and continue in it, the Apoſtle St. Pau} 

fully informs us, and declares, that fach Hall not in- Gal. 5. 20. 
 herit the Kingdom of God. How reaſonable and ne- 

ceſſary then muſt Unity in Fundamentals be, when 

ſuch fatal Conſequences attend a wilful and perverſe 

Difagreement in them? How ſtrict and indiſpenſable, 

muſt the Obligations be to it, when we cannot break 

through them, but at the Peril and Expence of our 
INUD_WTTTTTODWTTS COTTON TAS 


 24ly, Another Inſtance wherein all Chriſtians are 
indiſpenſably obliged to Unity, is in External Com- 
munion in the Prayers and Sacraments, as Members 
of the Catholick Church of Chriſt, in ſome rightly 
eſtabliſhed Part of it; to which purpoſe the Advice 
of St. Paul is very appoſite, I beſeech yvu, that there 
be no Di viſiuns, or Schiſms, among you. Would not 
any conſiderate Man be apt to think, that thoſe ho 
owned the ſame God and Saviour, and profeſſed 
Obedience to the ſame Commands, ſhould ſtand in 
need of little intreaty to engage them in the fame 
joint Worſhip and Adoration of him: Would he not 
rexfonably conclude, that ſuch ſhould ftrive' with n 
Mind, and one Mouth to glorify God, conſtantly at- 
tend the Publick Service of his Church, and duelß 
_ obſerve his poſitive Inſtitutions? But however ready 
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any Perſon, who enquires into the Reaſons of Things, 
might be, to draw ſuch good Concluſions, yet if he 
ſhould take a Survey of the Practice of a great many 
amongſt us, he would doubtleſs with juſt regret 
quickly perceive it to be not more oppoſite to his 
rational Sentiments, than to the fixed and permanent 
Rules of their own Duty. : FF 
For alaſs! How obvious is it to obſerve the Ho- 
nour and Dignity of true Religion debaſed and. vili- 
fied by wilful and groundleſs Schiſms? The very Or. 
dinances and Inſtitutions of God our Saviour, not 
only ſcandalouſly neglected, but even laid aſide, and 
cryed down by ſome as uſeleſs and unneceſſary? The 
Church of Chriſt cauſeleſly rent and broken in 
Pieces; and the Members of it ſhamefully divided in- 
to almoſt as many Sects as unreaſonable Opinions? 
And what is worſe, if poſſible, ſeemingly reſolved to 
agree in nothing more, than in keeping up and en- 
flaming their preſent Diviſions? 1 would not be 
thought to aggravate the Matter, (it is too bad of it 
ſelf already) but rather appeal to your own Experi- 
ence for x Truth of what I ſay; and to your Judg- 
ment, whether ſuch a Practice is not as well deſtru- 
Ctive of Chriſtian Unity, as diſreſpeQful to the bleſ- 
ſed Author of our moſt holy Religion; whether it 
does not open a Door for the moſt lawleſs Diſorders 
and Confuſions to enter in; whether it does not at 
once cancel and ſet aſide all the moſt ſacred Obli- 
gations, which Chriſt Jeſus has laid us under to the 
joint Performance of God's Publick Worſhip; in a 
Word, whether it does not root out of the Minds of 
Men all due Notions of a Chriſtian Church, confi- 
der as a Spiritual Society. To 2 
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It ſometimes indeed may happen, that the Na- 
tional Church, where a Perſon lives, is over- run with 
Falſe and Idolatrous, or ſome other way ſinful Wor- 
ſhip; and may therefore enjoin unlawful Terms of 
Communion with her. And in this Caſe it is the 
Duty of every Chriſtian, that has a due Concern for 
his Eternal Intereſt, immediately to ſeparate himſelf 
from ſuch a Communion: becauſe no Church has Au- 
thority to enjoin ſinful Terms of Communion; nor 
are thoſe who are born or live within the Pale of it, 
obliged to comply with ſuch Terms. And they WE 1 
impoſe ſuch unlawful Conditions of Communion, not x 
thoſe who ſeparate from them, are really the Schiſ- 
maticks. _ WIL 


But when any particular Church is rightfully eſta- 
bliſhed, (as our National one moſt certainly is) and 
requires no ſinful Terms of Communion, (as the 
Church of England does not) then it is the indiſpen- 
able Duty of all that belong to ſuch a Church, to 
join with her in outward Communion, in Prayers and 
Sacraments: to teſtify that they are Members of a 
fund Part of the Catholick Church of Chriſt, own 
him as their Head, and their Brethren as Members of 
the fame Myſtical Body. And as to the reaſonable- 
neſs of Church Unity, and the Abhorrence we ſhould 
have of Religious Diſſenſions, the Great Oracle of 
Geneva himſelf, (Calvin) in his Comment on my 
Text, has given us his thoughts, in theſe memorable 
Words. Nihil eſt @ Chriſtianis magis alienum, quam 
iner ſe diſſidere; hoc enim eft præcipuum Religionis 
Jl fre Caput, ut Concurues inter nos ſimus. Hoc con- 
uſu ſtat & ſubnixa eſt Salus Eccleſiag. 
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mutual Love and Charity. And to this the Conch. 


zaly. The laſt Inſtance, I (hall mention, wherein al 
Chriſtians are indiſpenſably obliged to Unity, is in 


ſion of the Apoſtle's Exhortation may very probably 
referr, Be ye perfecily joined together in the ſame Mind, 
and in the ſame Judgment. For it is very conſider. 
able, that ſome of the beſt, and moſt learned Com. 
mentators, underſtand by the yreuy, rendred Judg. | 
ment by our Tranſlators, not only the Opinion or 
Determination of any one; but alſo his Will, and the 
Aﬀections of his Mind. And agreeably to their Sen. 
timents 1 have thought it not improper to apply it: 
as conceiving it to ſuit very well with the Deſign 
and Meaning of the Apoſtle in this place; who when 
he had exhorted them all to ſpeak the ſame Thing, 
in Oppoſition to any Heretical Tenents and Do. } 
ctrines, and admoniſhed them againſt Diviſions ; by | 
way of Cure for the preſent, and Prevention of any 
future Schiſms, and Separations, may well be pre- 
ſum'd to ſtir them up to the Practice of mutual and 
affectionate Love and Charity. For theſe Virtues are | 
the grand Cement of the Chriſtian Society, and firm- 
ly knit together the ſeveral Parts in one common 
Bond of Harmony and Peace. Theſe equally con- 
ſpire to adorn that, and render the particular Mem- 
ders Uſeful and Serviceable to each other, and there- 
by promote the Good and Benefit of the Whole. 
Set aſide theſe, there could be no tolerable Order 
and Decorum, no regular Peace and Quiet in any 
Church. And in their ſtead would ſoon grow up, a 
moſt unhappy combining into Parties, a mutual Con- 
demnation of each other, an Intereſted Strife and 
Oppoſition, in one Word, the. moſt unfociable Di- 
ttractions would enſue, 


And 


n 


_ 
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hians; for it does not appear that in St. Paul's time, 
they had proceeded ſo far as actually to make a Se- 
zration, or ſet up Altar againſt Altar, and introduce 
different and oppoſite Ways of Divine Worſhip. But 
then their Spirits were enflamed to that indecent De- 
gree, that they quickly went beyond the bounds of 
Reaſon and Religion. And as they advanced in blind 
and furious Leal, ſo they really abated in true Cha- 


and bitter Strife and Contention amongſt themſelves, 
which at firſt afforded the unhappy Occaſion of writ- 
ing this Compaſſionate and Pathetical Epiſtle. And 
their Caſe, as emphatically deſcribed in it, may be a 
ſtanding Warning to Us; and as well inform Us of 


ſelyes, thro' a bigotted Zeal without Knowledge, as 
inſtruct us in the right Way of preventing ſuch 
Evils; which is by practiſing thoſe moſt heavenly 
Virtues of Love and Charity. And it is to be wiſh- 
ed, that it may have this good Effect upon Us, to 
teach us to lay apart all Envy and Malice, and unite 
in Charity, The Bond of all perfectneſs; leaſt if we 
continue to bite and devour one another, we our ſelves, 
at laſt, be conſumed one of another. ; 


I paſs on now to the Second general Head, which 
was, more particularly in Reſpect of the preſent Oc- 
caſion, to repreſent to you the Uſefulneſs of a Religious 
and Learned Education, in order to preſerve and pro- 
mote ſuch truly Chriſtian Unity. And this I ſhall en- 
deayour to do, with an eſpecial regard to the above- 
mentioned” Inſtances. ooo. 1 


B 2 e ift. Then 


" And this ſeems to be the very Caſe of the Corin- 


rity. Hence flowed all that unchriſtian Animoſity, 


the dreadful Miſchiefs they had brought upon them- 


— 
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1%. Then, I ſay, with Reſpe& to the Fundamentals 
of Religion, that a Pious and Learned Inſtruction of 
young Perſons is highly ſerviccable to that good 
End; inaſmuch as it ſeaſons them betimes with ay. 
ful and worthy Notions of God, and ſo prepares 
their Minds, for a ready Reception of any Truth | 
which He delivers, and a ſteady Adherence unto it. 
We cannot be inſenſible that our Nature 1s ſtrangely = 
impair'd and weakned, and all the Powers and Facyl. | 
ties of our Souls diforder'd. And doubtleſs then, it 
becomes Us, aſſoon as poſſible, to ſeek out for 2 
remedy, by which we may repair theſe Loſſes; and 
recover our Selyes from the Inconveniencies, with which 
we are from our very Infancy encompaſſed. And 
there can be nothing more uſeful to this purpoſe, ? 
than a Learned and Religious Education. For This ? 
gradually wears off the Wildneſs of our Nature, ſup- 3 
plies our Weakneſſes and DefeQs, and furniſhes the 
Mind with the beſt Materials to work upon. This 
diſpells thoſe gloomy Clouds of Ignorance and Error, 
"mu wherewith we were beſet, informs the Underſtand- 
A ing, correts the Will, and rectifies the judgment. 
Y This paves the Way for a fair and impartial Enquiry ' 
7 into the Nature and Reaſons of Things, and enables 
Us to take a true Eſtimate of them. 


A Perſon then that has his Parts daily improved, 
and his Capacity enlarged, cannot readily fail, when 
grown to Maturity, of entertaining the moſt venerable Þ 
Notions of God. His own right Reaſon doubtleſs will 
ſuggeſt to him, that He muſt be a Being of all 
poilible Perfection. And his Religion, if fixed upon 
a right Bottom, will ſufficiently inform him, that the 

moſt profound Reverence and Honour is due = | 
im. 


Biſhop's-Stortford in Hertfordſhire. 


him. And what greater can be ſhewn Him, than to 


receive with a ready Cheerfulneſs, and embrace with 
a grateful Humility, all that he, in his Infinite Wiſ⸗ 
dom, ſhall be pleaſed to deliver to Us? Which Wiſ⸗ 
dom as it cannot be deceived it ſelf; ſo it cannot, 
conſiſtently with his other Attributes, permit him to 
deceive or impofe upon his Creatures. And there- 
fore, Whatever Doctrines he delivers, cannot be other- 
wiſe than true. Ft 5 


A Soul thus ſeaſon d with the moſt becoming No- 
tions of God, and fully convinced of the Narrowneſs 
of it's own Faculties, will, in all probability, be eaſily 
inclined to diſtruſt zheſe, whenever there is perceiv'd 
the leaſt glimpſe of a Contradiction to 7hoſe; and ra- 


ther rely upon the Infallibility of God, for it's Guide 


in all ſacred Truth, than it's own Short-ſighted, and 
fallible Reaſoning. I would not by this be thought 
to go about to undervalue or: decry the Uſe of Hu- 
man Reaſon; which is allow'd to be neceſſary at all 
Times, provided it be contain'd within it's peculiar 
Province. But I only contend, that the Ground of 
any ones Divine Faith ought ſolely to be this, viz. 
That God has moſt undoubtedly reveal'd the Truths 
propoſed to his Belief; and that is Reaſon ſufficient 
to engage any Wiſe Man to believe ſuch Truths, be- 
cauſe God himſelf has deliver d them. 


And as a. Religious and Learned Education: of 


young Perſons diſpoſes them for an early and juſt-Re- 


ception of Divine Truths, ſo it does likewiſe for a 


| ſteady and zealous Adherence unto them: To be 


wavering. and changeable in Religion, eſpecially in 


the Subſtantials of it, either beſpeaks a roving and 


un ſor. 
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unſetled Humour, or elſe betrays a ſtrange Weakneſs of 


n 


Judgment. The former of theſe Misfortunes will 
probably be prevented, and the latter corrected b 


ſuch an Education as we mention. For this will fix 


them betimes, and guard againſt all unmanly Fluctua. 
tion and Inconſtancy in Religion. This as it works 


upon the Underſtanding, and fills it with juſt Ap— 
prehenſions of the reaſonableneſs and neceſlity of 


receiving and embracing any fundamental Divine 


Truth, fo it may fairly be preſumed to ſettle their 
Judgments: and render them firm and reſolute, as well 


in honeſtly retaining found Doctrine, as in ſtudioully 
reſiſting and oppoſing that which is otherwile. 


24ly. Such an ingenuous Education tends to pro- 
mote and preſerve Unity, inaſmuch as it renders 


young Perſons at once firmly ſettled in the Princzples, 


and well verſed in the Practice of External Commu. 
nion, with ſome rightfully eſtabliſh'd Church of Chriſt, 
I queſtion not but a great many of thoſe, who actually 
ſeparate from the Communion of our Church, owe 
their unhappy Separation only to the violent Preju- 
dices of their Education. It is the Misfortune of a 
great many, that they have been brought up in a dif- 
ferent Way from ours; and perhaps they are either 
not capable of judging of the Merits of the Cauſe 
it ſelf, or elſe are byaſs'd in Favour of that they have 
been train d up in. Had they been rightly inſtructed 


in the Nature and Obligation of the Great Duty of 


Church-Communion, from their Infancy, tis to be 


hoped, they would not have run into ſuch unhappy Di- 


viſions; much leſs obſtinately have continued in them. 


For ſuch of them as are qualified by Learning and Skill 
to make an impartial Search, both into the holy Scrip- 


ture 


carr 
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cure and Primitive Antiquity, will, I am perſuaded, 
ſoon ſee their groſs Miſtake: and, it is Charitably to 
be preſum'd, as ſoon correct it. Becauſe both the 
| one, and the other are directly oppolite to the Prin- 

eiples and Practices of all our Separatiſts. And the 
Ingenuity of ſome of them, ſo qualified, cannot too 
much be commended; in that, after a fair Examina- 
tion of the Matter, they have owned themſelves fully 
ſatisfied, that they have been in a dangerous Error, 
and moſt joyfully embraced the Communion of the 
Eſtabliſh'd Church. 


What therefore is ſingly, and of it ſelf, of ſuch: 
mighty Service to open the Eyes of prejudiced Per- 
ſons, and diſengage them from their former Schiſma- 
tical Practices; cannot, ſure, when join'd with the 
other Part, but be very expedient to ſettle others at 
firſt in the Principles, and regulate them in the Practice 
of External Communion, with a true and ſound Part 
of Chriſt's Church. „% Om NIEIRG 


It is univerſally agreed, that an habit of any Sort is 
contracted. by frequent and repeated Acts; and that 
che longer any ſuch has continu'd, the greater will the. 
difficulty be of breaking it off. And accordingly it 
W {cms highly rational to aſſert; . that the ſooner. the 
right Principles of Church Memberſhip and Commu- 
nion are inſtifled, the deeper Root they are likely to 
take in any Perſons mind; and by a conſtant and repeat- 
cd Practice, he will become accuſtom'd and habituared 
thereto ; fo as not eaſily to be ſhaken with any vain- 
Wind of contrary Doctrine, or by crafty Inſinuations 
ſeduced into an oppoſite Practice. How requiſite. 
then muſt ſuch early Inſtructions, always join'd with 
an:: 


* 


16 A SERMON Preachd at 


— 


an agreeable Practice, be, in order to keep thoſe, who 
are entring upon the Stage of the World, regular in 
their Motions, and direct them in the paths of Peace 
and Unity? So juſt and true is the Obſervation of the 
Wiſe Man in this Caſe, that if we train up a Child 


in the way, that he ſhould go, when he is old he will 
not depart from it. ph 


3aly. Such a liberal Education betters Men's Tem- 
pers, and makes them more candid and favourable in 
their Judgment, both of Men and Things, and there- 
fore maniteſtly tends to preſerve and promote true 
Chriſtian Love and Charity amongſt Neighbours. 
And accordingly we may obſerve, that where-ever 
we meet with a Perſon, that has had the Opportu- 
nity and Advantage of a Pious and Learned Edu- 
cation, we ſhall generally find him of an Humble 
and Compaſſionate Temper, and willing to make all 
the Allowances that Religion commands or can: ju- 
ftify him in, in Reſpect of all Differences, that 
may ariſe. 0 i 


But on the Contrary, it is too eaſy to remark that 
Men, who have been bred up in a falſe and miſtaken 
Way, and, as it too often falls out, without a toler- 
able Share of good Literature; are commonly hurried 
away with a raſh and intemperate Zeal, and ſo pre- 
poſſeſſed with an over-weening Opinion of them- 
ſelves, that, ſooner than part with one fond Notion, 
or give in to the Practice of others, even in indiffe- 


rent Matters, they will venture to make a Sacrifice 
both of Peace and Charity. 


© 
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Of what dangerous Conſequence the indiſereet and incon- 
ſderate Carriage of this latter fort of Men has been, your 
own Obſervation may eaſily convince you, and I hope allo 
prevail with you, againſt ever entring into ſuch Meaſures. 
And if any of the former fort, notwithſtanding the bleſſing of 
ſuch an Education, as we have been all along recommend. 
ings ſhould ſo far run Counter to it, as to indulge themſelves 
in peeviſh Humours, or a froward Deportment; yet let it be 
remembred, that ſuch a Conduct as offends againſt clearer 


Light and ſtronger Convittion, fo it will be vaſtly more incx- 


culable, and render the Perfons fo offending, more odious and 
deteſtable in the Sight of God, and of all good Men. I will- 
ingly own that the beſt Things are liable to the greateſt 
Abuſes; nor would I be fo underſtood, as if a Religious and 
Learned Education, was abſolutely eſtectual to procure, and 
for ever ſettle Chriſtian Unity in all the Inſtances above ſpe- 
cified; but my meaning only is, that by the bleſſing of God, 


upon ſuch an Education, it will prove the moſt likely and 


ſureſt means to preſerve Young Perſons free from the In- 
fection of any deſtructive Errors, whether in Doctrine or 
Worſhip, and promote an Univerſal Charity amongſt all 
Ranks and Conditions of Men. 5 : 


And now tis time, as I have promiſed, in the Third and 


laſt Place, to make a brief Application of what has been ſaid, 
and therewith put an End to this Diſcourſe. By what has 


deen offer d it may appear, how injudicious and ill- grounded 


a Calumny that is, which ſome have invidiouſty caſt upon 
Human Learning, as if it was an Enemy to true Religion. 
Whereas if duely made uſe of, it evidently tends to it's Ser- 


vice and Honour. For it clears the Mind from corrupt and 


W barbarous Notions, exempts it from the ſlavith Ties of pre. 

| judice and partiality, and fills it with the cleareſt Apprehen- 
ſions of the moſt important Matters. Nor does it barely reſt 
it ſelf in Contemplation, but naturally leads the Way to 


worthy and diſcreet Actions. For when the Mind is once re- 
0 85 pleniſh'd 
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enn with ſound and good Principles, not taken up at a 
Venture, but upon the moſt mature Deliberation, what can 
we reaſonably expect, but that it ſhould exert it ſelf in a uit. 
able Manner upon all proper Occaſions. 
And yet alaſs! we ſometimes find Men that pretend to 
have made no inconſiderable progreſs in Human Learning, 
ſetting up this in Oppoſition to Revelation, or uſing it ag 
far as in them lies againſt it's Intereſt, But why ſhould not 
the Fault be laid upon thoſe who abuſe it, and not trans. 
ferred to the Thing it ſelf? Is it reaſonable to think that the 
ſcandalous Abuſe of any thing is a good Argument, why the 
thing it ſelf ſhould be laid aſide? The Scriptures themſelves 
are liable ro be wreſted to Men's Deſtruction; it will not 
therefore ſurely follow that Men ſhould be debarr'd the Uſe 
of them. Even fo, tho Human Learning be ſometimes preſs'd 
-againſt the Service of Revelation, 1t ought not therefore to 
be wholly diſcarded. It is a juſt Obſeryation of the Learned 
Lord Bacon, that a little Philoſophy inclines Man's Mind | 
to Atheiſm, but depth in Philoſophy brings Men's Minds about 
to Religion. And it is full as true, that a little ſmattering | 
in Human Learning may prompt Men to oppoſe. Revealed 
Religion, but the greater Progreſs any make therein, the | 
readier they will be to acknowledge it's Inſufficiency, and 
adore har ee they perhaps once Inſulted. And in- 
deed it would puzzle the moſt judicious Perſon to determine, | 
whether the Folly or the Impudence of ſuch Pretenders to 
Polite Learning, be really the greater or deſerves more to be 
condemned, But I forbear to ſay any thing farther upon this 
Subject, ſince the former Charge has been ſo fully made good 
againſt the Modiſh Free-Thinkers, and the latter fo ſeverely, | 
but juſtly expos d both from the Pulpit and the Preſs. | 
Lou have had ſet forth to you what an happy Influence a 
Pious and Ingenuous Education will probably carry along with } 
it, not only as a Preſervative againſt the Infection of deadly 
Errors, but alſo as an Aſſiſtant to the Propagation of lomo! 
e | | | | i- 


be Members, give me leave if not to exhort and excite * 


( 


Biſhop's-Stortford in Hertfordſhire. bs 


— 


Chriſtian Doctrine. May this then be a conſtant Admo- 
nition to all, who have had the Benefit of ſich Education, to 


make a right Uſe of it, for their own Sake, for the good of 


their Neighbours, and for the Honour of God. And to 


this purpole let them remember, that if they would avoid 


being tainted with Heretical Pravity, they muſt be ſure to ba- 
niſh from their Hearts, all Pride and turbulent Paſſion. That 
introduces ſingularity, and an awkward Fondneſs for Novelty. 
This ſupplies with a warm Imagination and ill - grounded 
Conjectures, the Defect of ſubſtantial Proofs: But both toge- 
ther very rarely fail of producing Conſequences, equally 
hateful to God, and deſtructive of Religion; moſt certainly 
injurious to others, but more, infinitely more fatal to them- 
ſelves. And in their ſtead permit me to recommend to your 
Approbation and Choice, a profound Humility of Mind, 
and ſuch a Meekneſs and Poverty of Spirit, as our Dear 
Redeemer was pleaſed to enjoin. Theſe, if rightly ingrafted 


and duely cultivated, will ſoon bring forth the bleſſed Fruits 


of Unity and Peace. Theſe, if conſcientiouſly practis'd, will 
ſoon put a ſtop to the impetuous Torrent of pernicious 
Doctrines, which have overflow'd the Church to the utter 
Deſtruction of many Souls; for theſe will effectually teach 
All, both Learned and Unlearned, to ſubmit their own Rea- 


ſonings to the Incomprehenſible Wiſdom of the moſt High 


God, and to be ready at all times to believe, what he has 


revealed to Mankind, without any Manner of Diftruſt or 


Diftdence. W 59 
From the Conſideration of the Uſefulneſs of early and good 
Inſtructions, towards a right Performance of our Duty, in 
reſpect of that Venerable Society the Chriſtian Church, of a 
ſound Part of which we all, I hope, have the Happineſs to 


to a regular and uniform Complyance with the Eftablith'd 


Church in all the ſeveral parts of Divine Worſhip; yet at leaſt 


to admoniſh you to continue firm and unſhaken in ſuch a 
| 2 lauda- 
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enn ſound and good Principles, not taken up ata 
Venture, but upon the moſt mature Deliberation, what can 
we reaſonably expect, but that it ſhould exert it ſelf in a ſuit. 
able Manner upon all proper Occaſions. 93s 

And yet alaſs! we ſometimes find Men that pretend to 
have made no inconſiderable progreſs in Human Learning, 
ſetting up this in Oppoſition to Revelation, or uſing it ay 
far as in them lies againſt it's Intereſt, But why ſhould not 
the Fault be laid upon thoſe who abule it, and not trans. 
ferred to the Thing it ſelf? Is it reaſonable to think that the 
ſcandalous Abuſe of any thing is a good Argument, why the 
thing it ſelf ſhould be laid aſide? The Scriptures themſelves 
are liable ro be wreſted to Men's Deſtruction; it will not 
therefore ſurely follow that Men ſhould be debarr'd the Ute | 
of them. Even fo, tho Human Learning be ſometimes preſs'd | 
againſt the Service of Revelation, it ought not therefore to 
be wholly diſcarded. It is a juſt Obſervation of the Learned 
Lord Bacon, that a little Philoſophy inclines Man's Mind | 
to Atheiſm, but depth in Philoſophy brings Men's Minds about | 
to Religion. And it is full as true, that a little ſmattering | 
in Human Learning may prompt Men to oppoſe Revealed | 
Religion, but the greater Progreſs any make therein, the 
readier they will be to acknowledge it's Inſufficiency, and 
adore Fang Pink e they perhaps once Inſulted. And in- 
deed it would puzzle the moſt judicious Perſon to determine, 
whether the Folly or the Impudence of ſuch Pretenders to 
Polite Learning, be really the greater or deſerves more to be 
condemned, But I forbear to ſay any thing farther upon this 
Subject, ſince the former Charge has been ſo fully made good 
againſt the Modiſh Free-Thinkers, and the latter fo ſeverely, | 
but juſtly expos d both from the Pulpit and the Preſs. | 
Lou Ld had ſet forth to you what an happy Influence 2 


Pious and Ingenuous Education will probably carry along with 
at, not only as a Preſeryative againſt the Infection of deadly! 
Errors, but alſo as an Aſſiſtant to the Propagation of lon! , 

| Chri- 
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Chriſtian Doctrine. May this then be a conſtant Admo- 
nition to all, who have had the Benefit of ſuch Education, to 
make a right Uſe of it, for their own Sake, for the good of 
their Neighbours, and for the Honour of God. And to 
this purpoſe let them remember, that if they would avo:d 
being tainted with Heretical Pravity, they muſt be ſure to ba- 
niſh from their Hearts, all Pride and turbulent Paſſion. That 
introduces ſingularity, and an awkward Fondneſs for Novelty. 
This ſupplies with a warm Imagination and- ill - grounded 
Conjectures, the Defect of ſubſtantial Proofs: But both toge- 
ther very rarely fail of producing Conſequences, equally 
hateful to God, and deſtructive of Religion; moſt certainly 
injurious to others, but more, infinitely more fatal to them- 
ſelves. And in their ſtead permit me to recommend to your 
Approbation and Choice, a profound Humility of Mind, 
and ſuch a Meekneſs and Poverty of Spirit, as our Dear 
Redeemer was pleaſed to enjoin. Theſe, if rightly ingrafted 


and duely cultivated, will ſoon bring forth the bleſſed Fruits 


of Unity and Peace. Theſe, if conſcientiouſly practis'd, will 
ſoon put a ſtop to the impetuous Torrent of pernicious 
Doctrines, which have overflow'd the Church to the utter 
Deſtruction of many Souls; for theſe will effectually teach 
All, both Learned and Unlearned, to ſubmit their own Rea- 
ſonings to the Incomprehenſible Wiſdom of the moſt High 
God, and to be ready at all times to believe, what he has 
revealed to Mankind, without any Manner of Diſtruſt or 
Diffidence. = +, . 
From the Conſideration of the Uſefulneſs of early and good 
Inſtructions, towards a right Performance of our Duty, in 
reſpect of that Venerable Society the Chriſtian Church, of a 


ſound Part of which we all, I hope, have the Happineſs to 


be Members, give me leave if not to exhort and excite you 
to a regular and uniform Complyance with the Eſtabli 


to admoniſh you to continue firm and unſhaken in ſuch a 
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Church in all the ſeveral parts of Divine Worſhip; yet at leaſt 
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© Jaudable Practice. This will beſt demonſtrate your hearty 
and zealous Concern for the Welfare and Proſperity of our 
truly Orthodox and Apoſtolical Church; and 'tis to be hoped, 
render it in the fight of ſome, at preſent, miſguided-Perſons, 
what it is already, in the Eyes of all unprejudiced Ones, 
The Praiſe and the Joy of the Earth. | 3 
Tou have heard how ſerviceable a Prudent Education is, 
towards the taking off the Roughneſs of our Tempers, and 
introducing a peaceful, a mild, and charitable Behaviour 
amongſt Men. Let this then engage Us, not willingly to fru- 
ſtrate ſo good an End, but take care by our own Conduct, 
to recommend thoſe moſt admirable Virtues of Love and 
Charity unto all about Us, I 
To draw to a Concluſion: Since the buſineſs of a Virtuous 
and Ingenuous Inſtruction of Young Perſons, is of ſo bene- 
ficial a Nature, and highly Uſeful and Advantageous upon 
ſo many Accounts, may there never be wanting all due En- 
couragement and Aſſiſtance, for the promoting and advancing 
of it. And that this good Work, whereſoever begun or 
carried on, may Univerſally proſper and flouriſn, to the 
Honour of God, the Peace of his Church, .and the Hap- 
pineſs of Mankind, let Us all earneſtly heg-6F God, the Au- 
thor and the Giver of all good Things, that he would be 
gractoufly pleaſed to vouchſafe his Bleſſing upon it: To which 
humble and affectionate Petition, let every devout Perſon, 
every true Member of the Church, and all that with well to 
the Proſperity of our Jeruſalem, ſay, Amen and Amen. © 


New unto the Father, Son and Holy Ghoſt, three Perſons | 
aud one Cod, be aſcribed, as is maſt due, by all Creatures, | 
both in Heaven and Earth, all Power, Adoration and 
Praiſe, both now and for euermore. 2 TIES 
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